THE AUSTRALIAN ORGANICS
RECYCLING INDUSTRY AT A GLANCE
OUR INDUSTRY
has 305 businesses operating
provides 4845 jobs and 4070 indirect
jobs
pays over a $366 million in wages and
salaries plus $35 million towards
superannuation
average earnings are $75,540 compared
to national average of $64,390.
a collective turnover of over $2 billion
and provides $1.9 billion in benefit
across its supply chain.
contributes $724 million in industry
value add to the Australian economy,
with a further $579 million value added
through flow-on demand for goods and
services.

OUR POTENTIAL
if we achieved an organics recycling rate
of 90% nationally, this would generate
an extra $1.5 billion in sales providing
an additional $1.4 billion in supply chain
opportunity with an extra $542 million
in industry value add towards the
Australian economy.
this would deliver 3,624 extra jobs
paying $274 million in livelihood to
Australians.
an extra 2.8 million tonnes of
greenhouse gas emissions would be
saved, which is equivalent to 4.2 million
trees planted or 656,356 cars taken
offthe road each year.

Visit www.aora.org.au for more information
All information was correct as of May 2020

OUR PRODUCTS
in 2018-19 the industry recycled 7.5
million tonnes of organic material
the recycled tonnage has grown by 3.4%
annually over the last decade, versus a
population growth rate of 1.4%
in 2018-19 the national organic recycling
rate was 51.5% - 298kgs of recycled
organic material for every Australian
garden organics make up 41.6% of
materials recycled, followed by 18.8% of
biosolids, 13.7% of timber and 7.2% of
food organics.

OUR ENVIRONMENTAL CONTRIBUTION
the total estimated greenhouse gas
savings from organics recycling in 201819 is approximately 3.8 million tonnes of
CO2-e.
these GHG savings are considered
equivalent to:
5.7 million trees that would have to
be planted to absorb the same
amount of CO2
The greenhouse gas emissions that
876,663 cars would produce in a year
compost builds soil carbon in
agricultural soils and a tonne of organics
applied to land can sequester 0.5 tonnes
of C02e
application of compost creates healthy
soils, which use less water, less fertiliser
and fewer pesticides whilst reducing
nutrient leaching and protecting the
aquatic environment
mulch application suppresses weed
growth and can save more than 30% of
irrigation water depending on the
conditions
compost can recover nutrients
equivalent to more than 30,000 tonnes
of urea, 3,000 tonnes of super
phosphate and 15,300 tonnes of
potassium sulphate; that would
otherwise be lost to landfill each year.

